
J&L Garden Center's 2010 Pruning Class. No Pruning 

Can Be As Bad As Improper Pruning.

A Full Color, Large, Printable Version, of this handout 

is Also Available on our Website. 1

J&L Garden Center

2010 Pruning Class

Approximate Class Time

2 hours

First hour: Pruning Trees

Second Hour:

1. Roses 2. Shrubs

3. Raspberries   4. Grapes

This Presentation is 
available in color at

www.JLGardenCenter.com J&L Garden Center

Pruning Class

Pruning is an art, not a 

science. Even though 

there are guidelines, and 

steps to prune correctly, 

there is not always one 

óbest wayô to prune a tree 

or shrub.

Unfortunately, trial and error is usually 
the    óBest Teacherô.

Sign up for óJ&Lôs Monthly Gardening Newsletter By Emailô At  www.JLGardenCenter.com

J&L Garden Center

Pruning Class

Many gardeners are reluctant to 
prune because they arenôt sure 

how to prune and they are 
afraid of injuring their plants.

No pruning can be just as bad for 
plants as incorrect pruning. 

Take time to learn the correct 
principles of pruning, and 

then practice.

J&L Garden Center

Pruning Class

Class Agenda
1. Things to Consider

2. Reasons for Pruning

3. Pruning Doôs and Donôts
4. Steps of Pruning

5. When to Prune

6. How to Prune Fruit Trees 

and Shade Trees

7. How to Prune Roses

8. How to Prune Raspberries

9. How to Prune Grapes
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Things to Consider.

Safety!

Safety

First!

Things to Consider.

A little planning now may save a lot of 

headaches in the future.

Á Choose a variety that will 
grow to the right size for 
the area you want a tree.

Á Plant your tree in the right 
place in your yard. 
Consider patios, 
sidewalks, power lines, 
roof lines, etc.

Á Note: Pruning does not 
stop growth, it actually 
stimulates new growth.

Things to Consider

Pruning can only help manage your treeõs size to 

a certain degree ðgenetics control the rest.

Á In 20 to 50 years you 
may end up with the 
wrong tree in the 
wrong spot.

ÁSometimes you inherit 
someone elseôs 
mistake and you just 
have to deal with it.

ÁSometimes you just 
have to live with the 
tree - the way it is ïyou 
may not be able to 
correct the problem.
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Things to Consider.

A little planning now may save a lot of 

headaches in the future.

Things to Consider.

A little planning now may save a lot of 

headaches in the future.

Many Branches 

are temporary 

and may need 

to be 

removed as 

the tree 

matures.

Prune your 

trees three or 

four years in 

advance.

Things To Consider

ÁDonôt Try to keep a 
Standard Apple tree 6ô 
tall.

ÁDonôt Try and prune a 
Cherry Tree 10ô tall.

ÁDonôt Try to keep a Peach 
Tree 4ô or 5ô tall.

ÁDonôt Try to keep a 
Lombardy poplar tree   
40ô Tall.

ÁYou canôt completely Control the Height and Width of your 

tree by pruning. 

ÁPruning can help manage your treeôs size, but do not try to 

keep a tree that is supposed to grow 60ô tall to only 30ô tall.

ÁYou can do it, but not very easily. 

ÁYou probably will not like the results!

Things To Consider

ÁYou will have to 

prune your tree 

severely every year  

- or  -
ÁYou may have to 

completely remove 

the tree.

If you want try to completely control 

your treeôs size by pruning -
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Things To Consider

ÁFertilize and water  

the root zone of trees 

and shrubs.

ÁThe Dripline may 

change with pruning, 

but the root zone does 

not.

Factors that influence a treeôs size.

ÁWater - how much & how often.

ÁIs the tree in the lawn?

ÁFertilizer - when, how much.
ÁFruit trees need more fertilizer 

than shade trees.

Things To Consider

Possible Spraying Needs

ÁDormant Spray ïas buds open

ÁFlorel Fruit Eliminator ïfull bloom

ÁSummer Sprays ïtiming is critical

ÁInsecticides ïchemical or organic
ÁAphids

ÁSpidermites

ÁCherry Fruit Flies

ÁCoddling Moth

ÁBorers ïFruit & Non Fruit

ÁPrevention is easier than the cure.

Things To Consider

Possible Spraying Needs

ÁDiseases

ÁPowdery Mildew

ÁFire Blight

ÁCoryneum Blight

ÁPrevention is easier than the cure.

Fire Blight Coryneum Blight Powdery Mildew   

Things To Consider

Choose Good Pruning Tools

Corona, Felco, Ames, Bond

Hand Pruner

Anvil Pruner

By Pass Pruner

Rachet Pruner

Lopper

Pole Pruner

Pruning Saw

Hedge Shear
The Better Quality the Tool,

The longer it Lasts.

Unless it ñGrows Legsò 

and walks away.
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Pruning Guidelines

ÁDefinitions
Thinning Cuts Completely remove entire stems, limbs or branches. 

Thinning allows sunlight to reach the center of the plant.  Thinning also 

redirects energy to the remaining branches, instead of stimulating new 

growth or suckers.  

Heading Cuts Removes only the tips of stems and branches. It 

involves pruning in between branches, next to side branches, or close 

to buds. This can direct the new growth the way you want it. It 

promotes thicker branching and produces a bushier plant.  It has a 

tendency to stimulate suckering, unless a dominant leader is left.

Shearing Cuts Indiscriminate pruning of all branches and stems, not 

taking into consideration any side branches or buds.  Shearing should 

only be used for hedges where dense, thick foliage is desired.

Pruning Guidelines

ÁExamples

A. Heading Cuts 

B. Thinning Cuts  

C. Shearing Cuts

A.                                            B.

C.

Reasons For Pruning

ÁThin Tree Branches

and Fruit Crop

ÁStrengthen Plants

ÁRejuvenate Older 

Plants

ÁStimulate New Growth

ÁControl Size :

Height & Width

ÁShape Plants

Reasons For Pruning

ÁRemove Unsafe Limbs 

and Branches

ÁRemove Potential 

Problems ïInsects,  

Diseases, Dead Branch

ÁRemove Unsightly 

Limbs and Branches
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Doõs and Donõts of Pruning

ÁAlways Cut on a 45 
degree angle

ÁDo not Cut Too Flat or 
Too Steep

ÁCut towards the bud.

Doõs and Donõts of Pruning

ÁAlways Cut on a 45 degree angle

ÁCut ıò above the bud. 

Remember:

Doõs and Donõts of Pruning

ÁAlways Make A Clean Cut

ÁRagged Edges attract 

insect and disease 

problems.

Doõs and Donõt of Pruning

ÁDo Not Leave A Stub
ÁCut Close to a bud or branch

ÁDonôt Cut too Close to Trunk

ÁStubs leave an entry point 

for Insects and Diseases.

ÁStubs create die back.

ÁDo Not Ever Leave A Stub!
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Doõs and Donõts of Pruning

Á 1st Cut - 5ò from trunk ïCut 
upwards 1/3 through the 
branch.

Á 2nd Cut - 8ò from trunk ïCut 
downward completely through 
the branch.

Á 3rd Cut - ıò away from trunk. 
Make a clean, smooth cut. 

Á Donôt Cut too close to the trunk!

ÁUse the ó3 cut methodô when 

removing large branches

Doõs and Donõts of Pruning

ÁMake pruning cuts in the 
direction you want the plant 
to grow.

ÁDirectional Pruning can help 
plants grow away from the  
center and away from other 
branches.

ÁUse the top bud to determine 
the direction of growth.

Steps of Pruning

ÁRule of Thumb
Á Do not remove more than 20% of entire tree 

in one year. 

Á Do not Try to Change your Treeôs size and 

shape all in one year.

Á Take two to three years to reduce the tree 

to the desired size.

Steps of Pruning

Á 1. Remove Dead,                                     

Diseased, and                                            

Broken Branches

Á 2. Remove Crossing                                    

& Parallel  Branches
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Steps of Pruning

Á 3. Remove 
Branches                                   
spaced too close 
together ï

Á - and -

Á óopposite sidedô 
branches

Steps of Pruning

Á 4. Remove Branches 

with weak crotches ï
smaller than 45 deg or 

larger than 60 deg are 

weak crotches.

Steps of Pruning

Á 5. Remove 

Hanging 

Branches ï

Á - Unless -

Steps of Pruning

Á 5. Remove 

Hanging Branches   

Á - Unless  it is 

supposed to be a  

weeping tree.
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Steps of Pruning

Á 6. Remove Suckers ï

óWater Sproutsô

Á 7. Last Step - Thin and Shape                           

the Tree As Needed

Steps of Pruning

Steps of Pruning

Á 8. Stand Back and look at the                       

tree - from a Distance

Á óHow well did you prune?ô

Á óHow does the tree look?ô

Á óDoes the tree need more 

Pruning?ô

Á The tree should look better            

after you finish than before             

you started.

When To Prune?

Á Fruit Trees

Á Shade Trees

Á Spring Blooming Trees and Shrubs

Á Summer Blooming Trees and Shrubs

Á Roses

Á Grapes

Á Raspberries


